'IRAQ
were being made to alienate the loyalty of the Shaikh of
Mohammerah1 and to induce Ibn Sa'ud, Amir of the Najd, to
take up arms for Turkey.2 In early October, Enver Pasha
admitted that efforts were being made to enlist Bedouin sym-
pathies for the Ottoman Empire.3 Confirmation of this and
other efforts to stir up anti-British and anti-Russian feeling
among the Arabs had also been reported from all sections of
Turkey's Arab dominions.4
A mission had been reported as destined for Persia,5 where
the future revelation of the activities of Wassmus,6 Neider-
mayer, Zugmayer and others was to confirm the pre-war
suspicion that every effort was being made not only to embarrass
the British and Russians by sporadic hostilities, but also to force
Persia, as the second Islamic state, into war against the Allies,
and thus prove Germany's contention that Islam itself was on
the side of the Central Powers.7
A British expedition into Turkish Arabia would not only
neutralize such threats against British prestige and position, but
would also enable Great Britain to consolidate her position at
the head of the Persian Gulf. It would enable her to convert
her special privileges in Turkish Arabia, laboriously won from
the Sublime Porte and as tenaciously held, into rights by con-
quest as had been proposed in 1912. It was an opportunity too
tempting to be allowed to slip, as earlier and more subtle oppor-
tunities had been allowed to pass, of settling in her favour, once
and for all, the international rivalries which had, more than
1 Wilson, Sir A. T., Loyalties, Mesopotamia, 1914-1917, p. 7 (Hereafter Meso-
potamia, 1914-17).
2 Accts. and Papers, 1914-16 (Cd. 7628), LXXXIV, 179; Dispatch No. 100, Sir E.
Grey to Sir L. Mallet, September 29th, 1914.
3 Ibid., Dispatch No. 107, Sir L. Mallet to Sir E. Grey, October 6th, 1914.
4 Ibid., No. 129, Sir L Mallet to Sir E. Grey, October 15th, 1914; No. 163,
Sir L. Mallet to Sir E. Grey, October 23rd, 1914; No. 173, Mr. Cheetham to
Sir E. Grey, October 28th, 1914.
5 Ibid., No. 59, Sir L. Mallet to Sir E. Grey, September 8th, 1914,
6 For activities of Wassmus, see Sykes, C,, Wassmus, 'The G&man Lawrence1
(1936).
7 Sykes, Sir Percy, History of Persia (2 vols., 1930, 3rd ed.), Vol. n, pp. 442-50.
For extracts from the Diary of Zugmayer, see O.H., Vol. r, App, x, pp. 344-5.